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INSTRUMENTATION

duration [ 12']
3 Flutes
(third doubling piccolo)
2 Oboes
English Horn
2 Clarinets Bb
Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon
4 Hornsin F
3 Trumpets in C
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba
Timpani
Percussion (3)*
Plano
Harp
Strings
*Player 1: vibraphone, sizzle cymbal, whip, roll-mounted butcher paper+-.
*Player 2: xylophone, glockenspiel, crash cymbals, Tam-Tam, sizzle cymbal, whip.
*Player 3: bass drum, temple blocks (6), metal pipes (9)
tuned approx. d, g, a, b, d, g',a’, b’, d". ++

Performance Indications:

1. The tempo may be slower to account for pitt mosso in m. 197.
2. Wind and brass parts should be slurred as needed in sections indicated as ‘staccato’.
3.+ m. 246 indicates rollF-mounted butcher paperin the percussion 1 part. The intended effect
is a loud, rhythmic, noise akin to the paper-noise at the end of Gérard Grisey’s Quatre chants
pour franchir le seuil, but more continuous. It should be performed theatrically, but not as comedy.
4. 4+ metal pipes need not sound as clearly as the glockenspiel or vibraphone.
5. Box notation, starting in m. 31, requires independent accelerando for the affected parts, only
for the duration of the indication.
6. Dotted-slur notation (mm.189-196) along with the instruction “any articulation, varied” is aimed at
having the wind players create an indeterminate texture for this section, a timbral equivalent of “noise.”

Program Note:

Fragility of Spaces (2013) The title of the work borrows the idea of ‘weak architecture,” derived from the Japanese
aesthetic centered around transience, imperfection, and impermanence called Wabi-Sabi (f£#). Here, the aesthetic
manifests itself within acoustic and metaphorical spaces, as a sonic narrative of the breakdown and growth of two
contrasting musical structures, represented as opposing processes. Tension develops from the formal juxtaposition
of these two iterative processes over the duration of the work, evoking a humanistic allegory—akin to two people
traveling in opposite directions in life—one toward maturity, and the other toward decline.
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*loudly pulling and tearing up the paper as though it was an endless musical score.
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